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WSDA successfully eradicates an AGH nest
On Oct. 24, 2020, the Washington State Department of
Agriculture team successfully eradicated an Asian Giant
hornet’s nest in Blaine, Washington. Starting at 5:30 a.m., the
team sealed up a dead tree that the Asian giant hornet’s nest
occupied with cellophane, leaving a space to insert a vacuum
tube. Although the queen was not among the hornets that were
removed from the tree, the team felt confident that she was not
alive.
Photos courtesy of Washington State Department of Agriculture
and Shari Harman.
When asked about the Native Bee and Wasp Survey,
coordinator Karen Roccasecca supplied this information:
“We had a late start on the Native and Nonnative Bee and Wasp
Survey this year due to the Covid r estr ictions. Surveying
picked up in the summer and fall and I appreciate the time and
efforts that many put into the survey! There are entomologists
working on identifying the samples and that is going well. We
plan to get some statistics done in the next few months and that should be interesting. We will be doing the
survey in 2021 and will find out this winter if it will continue to receive funding for more work. We will be
reviewing the information that has been learned from Washington State and Canada and see if any changes
should be made for 2021. We are trying to keep it as easy and user friendly as possible. We welcome new
and returning samplers for 2021!”

Indoor Storage of Honey Bee Colonies - Project Apis m.
Project Apis M is updating its popular manuscr ipt, “Indoor Storage of
Honey Bee Colonies,” but readers can still download the current version at this
website: https://www.projectapism.org/indoor-storage-guide-for-honey-bees.html
The benefits of indoor storage are consistent temperatures in the 37-42F range
and darkness (a must!). These two climate conditions ensure that colonies will
go broodless, and thus allows beekeepers to get a varroa mite treatment applied
in January. Their bees are then mite-free and ready for a spring nectar flow.
This manuscript also discusses some of the disadvantages such as the cost of
building a structure to mice. It has some good “take-aways,” such as “garbage
going in, garbage going out,” reinforcing the fact that indoor overwintering is not
a magic “cure-all” for beekeepers. If you don’t have your bees in good shape in
the fall, then you probably will not be satisfied with the survival results in the spring.
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Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
The USDA has implemented the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 to provide support to agricultural
producers who have experience market disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic (https://
www.farmers.gov/cfap/specialty). This program can provide support to beekeepers who’s honey sales have
been negatively impacted during this year’s events. The program will use a beekeeper’s 2019 sales as a
baseline, unless they are a new producer. If the beekeeper is a new producer, then they may use their 2020
sales. In addition, beekeepers do not need to have participated in an FSA program in the past, or have a crop
report on file, in order to apply for this program.
The deadline for submitting applications to this program is Friday, December 11th, 2020. Beekeepers
should contact their local FSA office for more information about how to apply (https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
state-offices/index).

CFAP 2 payments for specialty crops sales

Paul Kozak, Ontar io Pr ovincial Apiar ist, has shared a document that focused on amitraz resistance in
Canada. This project included a collaboration of beekeepers, Technology Transfer Program, and apiarists.
The funding / working group framework for the Ontario Animal Health Network is similar to a program that
is ongoing in Quebec and set up for other animal / livestock groups (i.e. cattle, poultry, etc.) https://
www.oahn.ca/resources/surveillance-on-resistant-varroa-destructor-mite-population-to-three-syntheticacaricides-in-ontario/

In a update for AIA members, apiarists, and other researchers on Oct. 27, 2020, Dr. Dennis vanEnglesdorp
discussed the complexities of varroa mite resistance. In a summary of University of Maryland research,
vanEnglesdorp offered a couple of take-homes:
1. varroa mites may show susceptibility to a product in as few as three years if hives are isolated.
2. the size of varroa mites may play a role in susceptibility or resistance, with smaller mites becoming more
susceptible.
3. In considering management techniques that beekeepers may be able to use to reduce horizontal
transmission of varroa mites between hives, vanEnglesdorp recommends the use of robbing screens.
Robbing screens are cheap, easy to use, and effective at keeping the “snooping” bees from sitting on the
entrance, perhaps transferring mites in the process.
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Flower colors are changing in response to climate change
Author: Lucy Hicks, original article published in Science

Pennsylvania State Apiarist Karen Roccasecca has sent the following link to new r esear ch that suggests
that flower colors are changing in response to climate change. Although we do not have permission to reprint
the article in its entirely, the researchers have found that flowers may change their pigmentation as much as
2% in an effort to keep from “cooking” the pollen grains. “Although such pigment changes may be
indistinguishable to the human eye, they stand out like a beacon to pollinators like hummingbirds and bees.
Koski says most pollinators prefer flowers with a “bull’s-eye” pattern: UV-reflecting petal tips and UVabsorbing pigments near the center of the flower. Though scientists don’t fully understand the appeal of this
pattern, they think it could help distinguish flowers from the UV-absorbing background of other plants.
As a result, flowers with less pigment may pop even more to pollinators, Koski says. But flowers that dial up
their pigment could lose that contrast, ultimately making them less attractive to passing flyers. These pigment
changes may help protect pollen, Davis says, but “pollinators might miss the flowers entirely.”
The link to the article is here: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/flowers-are-changing-their-colorsadapt-climate-change?utm_campaign=news_daily_2020-09-30&et_rid=135877842&et_cid=3503914

This picture of a white-eyed drone is a good reminder that drones tend to exhibit the
recessive traits, since drones have only one set of chromosomes and not two sets of
chromosomes. So any genetic weaknesses show up in the drones since there is not a
dominant trait that can overshadow the weakness. Sometimes, a beekeeper may see a
drone with one white eye, and typically flies in a circle and will not return to the hive.
Obviously, these drones will not mate with a queen, and so the mutation dies with the
drones. Tom Glenn has a fun website section called “Oddballs Bee
Mutations” (http://www.glenn-apiaries.com/oddball.html).
Picture submitted by Michael Pelletiere, Green River Beekeepers Association, 2020.

Forest Service Petition
As discussed in the last meeting, a petition has been submitted to the Forest Service requesting that
commercial beekeepers be denied access to federal forests (https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/
environmental_health/pdfs/APA-Petition-to-Forest-Service-on-Apiary-CEs-7-29-20.pdf). Specifically, the
environmental groups who have made this petition would like to fundamentally change the 1960 Multiple
Use for Sustained Yields Act, which allowed other uses of forest lands for the first time. With forest and
insect inventories still incomplete, the petition suggests that there is more science to back up its claims than
what, in fact, currently exists. More science, more inventories, more habitat are needed for all pollinators,
not just native or naturalized pollinators. To make your voice heard, you may send an email or letter to the
following address:
Vicki Christiansen, Chief
U.S. Forest Service
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250
(800) 832-1355
Victoria.christiansen@usda.gov
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Apiary Inspectors of America 2021 Annual Meeting

January 12th – 14th, 2021
Apiary Inspector of America
Annual Meeting 2021
We’re going virtual!
Connect with apiary inspectors from the US and Canada, and with experts from around the world.
Great speakers
Virtual tours
Virtual social events
Registration: $50 or free with membership

To become a member please complete the attached membership form and mail back to the address listed or
contact Keith Tignor (Keith.Tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov)
Researcher of the Year award: apiar ists who want to nominate a r esear cher should send a letter of
recommendation to Mike Studer at mike.studer@tn.gov. The deadline for nominations is December 1st,
2020.
Resolution Committee: The cur r ent AIA Resolutions ar e available on the AIA website: https://
apiaryinspectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/aia-resolutions_2020.pdf. Apiarists should send edits to
the current resolutions, as well as suggestions for new resolutions to the Resolution Committee Chair,
Jennifer Lund (jennifer .lund@maine.gov) by December 1st, 2020.

Updates on Bee Conference Meetings









11/9/2020 - Honey Bee Health Coalition Virtual Fall Meeting
12/3-4/2020 - American Honey Producers Association Virtual Conference
 https://www.ahpanet.com/ahpa-2020-december-virtual
1/5-7/2020 - American Beekeeping Federation Virtual Conference
 https://www.abfnet.org/page/conference
1/7-8/2020 - American Bee Research Conference (ABRC)
 https://aapa.cyberbee.net/abrc-2021/
1/12-14/2020 - Apiary Inspectors of America Virtual Annual Meeting
7/15-17/2020 - Heartland Apicultural Society at University of Southern Illinois,
Carbondale
7/8-12/2021 - Western Apicultural Society in Missoula, Montana
7/26-30/2020 - Eastern Apicultural Society in Amherst, Massachusetts
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Announcements


At Home Beekeeping Series pr ovided by the Alabama Cooper ative Extension Ser vice will hold a
different virtual presentation on the last Tuesday of every month, starting July 28th. These presentations
can be viewed via Zoom (https://auburn.zoom.us/j/904522838) or on the Lawrence County Alabama
Extension Office Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension/). There is no
need to register in advance for these sessions. Recordings of these presentations will be available on the
Lawrence County Extension Facebook page for 2 weeks after each presentation.
 November 24th: Getting started and staying in beekeeping - Jeff Harris (Mississippi State)
 December 29th: Beekeeping boxing day sales - vendors & Geoff Williams (Auburn) & Anne
Marie Fauval (Bee Informed Partnership)



A recent passing: Br ent Halsall, Ontar io Apiar y Inspector , died on Aug. 31, 2020. Accor ding to
Paul Kozak, “Brent contributed so much to beekeeping in Ontario and was friend to many, including
myself. In addition to field work - including regulatory and following up on pest and disease issues in
Eastern Ontario - Brent was a strong promoter of health of bees across Ontario. He worked very closely
with beekeepers (individuals and associations) to help them navigate regulation and made sure that they
had all the right information to keep them on the right path. I saw this first hand in his interactions with
beekeepers, in group settings and in one on one. Brent had a real gift for patience, and responsiveness
with clients. Brent was really passionate about regulatory and inspection work, bee health and beekeeping
in Ontario. He will be greatly missed.”



American Beekeeping Federation Quarterly Newsletter
The American Beekeeping Federation is working with AIA to feature the different regional inspection
agencies in their quarterly newsletter. The upcoming newsletter will feature the agencies located in the
North region (IA, IL,IN, KS, KY, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OH, SD, and WI). You can submit
information about your agency using the following survey: https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_7Qh1B9T7q4xdvGl. The deadline for the next entry is September 1st!



Bee Culture Apiary Inspection Feature
Bee Culture Magazine would like to feature an individual apiary inspection agency in every issue. This
is a great opportunity to highlight your program and provide readers insight into how you serve the
beekeeping community. You can submit information about your own program using the following
survey: https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8JlAtjBaO4j55UV.



AIA Membership Dues - If you need to r enew your AIA member dues, please r each out to our
Treasurer, Keith Tignor, as soon as possible (keith.tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov)!

The year 2020 has brought many challenges and
unimaginable suffering and sadness for many of us.
Fortunately, those of us who work with bees are
reminded on a daily basis the importance and unique
role that hives play in protecting our food security as
well as nourishment to our souls that bees and the
flowers they pollinate bring. We hope that the new
year brings us together again, if not on the conference
trail then perhaps at a bee association meeting or an
apiary. Best wishes for a wonderful new year.
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